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He  wrote  many  valuable  books.,  and
preached many sermons, which made i wonder
ful impression upon the great mass of the peo
ples But his

1'1':-|i'. i

wreatest work, from whatever

may be viewed, was his teanslation

of the |'-:h3|-_
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PRESBYTERIAN OF THE

he walked down the steps, instead of coming

down on his knees as he Ll expected to do.
that  time

preached with wonderful offect the Joctrine of

e veturned home, amd feom
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ, who died to
the debt of sin
Gl the

ITis otler ol

|y amd to make atonement

wWitl Father for the sinner

wheo will
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LUTHER'S REFORMS.

The great relormation of four centuries aoo,

as the mame inplics, was o movement to i

the Chorelr Laek e faith o ad in praviice 1o
Clhirist and the apostles. "That this was done
s proved by the rap
il -.|'|r'-.|-!, KR e
leaiven, of the infln-
viees ol Laither  aml

the other Reformers,
The itmmer hlows
struck on the loor of
the old Castle Chareh
i Wittenhere,
her 31, 1517,
nto every sceetion  of
the

and

it
P'I'!ll‘i'li
civilized wiorkl
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down  1he

two,  Few men ever

mHueneed more |\r-n[;|1' For comd in their -|:1'\'
than did Martin Lother, and few men have -
thienced as many throngh succeeeding ages, Tis
inthuenee was not and s not limited 1o Ger-
wany, but bas been and is still being felt in
theve are whio

all Chreistian lands, and TTFIR AN

li_iullm' that he lived and Tought so \'.'l||':|-nll:.
for the trath.

LUTHER'S CONVERSION.

By this use of the word is not meant his

becoming a Christian, for it is not known

when he first aceepted the Savionr. DBut it is

useld 1o refer to his aeceptiane of the wereat
truth of God's great plan of salvation.
Laather had

member

cone on g visit to Rome a de-

vout and priest in the Chuareh of

lome,  Though dissatistied with the teachings
ol some of the I‘v|ir'|'~u‘||1:|.|i\'l'\ of that Chureh
been thrown, he still be-

with whom he had

Tieved in the Chureh,  He was, therefore, mueh
delieghted with the
Holy iy,

pected to find was mudely shaken, and he be-

privilege of visiting the
His conception of what he ex-

came very mueh disgusted with what he saw.
Still he faithful 1o the
that he to follow its

andl practices,

Chureh and he-

Wits

fieved onght teaelings

In Rome was a famons stairway, which the

authorities of the Chureh eliimed  had been
brought from Pilate’s judgment hall at Jern-
Thev that
down these steps as he started to his erocifix-
won. It that

great spivitaal werit if he elimbed up and down

salen. said our Savionr walked

wis  tanght would receive

these steps on his knees,

Lather had not at that time broken oft the

shackles of the \Hin'l‘*TlT.lml-u' of the Chareh.
Soohe did as many others had done. e de
termined 1o win the merit that would come

With great
When abont half way up

from climbing these Saered Stairs,
humility he started,
hie secemed 1o hear a voiee speaking to him amd
“The just shall live by faith.” e

stopped where he was, and the thought came

saving:

surging throueh his ercat mind that salvation

could not be won by any such foolish and

useless aets as he was then performing, or hy
but that a

suved by God’s gracee,

any other work that he might do .
sinner could only  be
and that all that God required of him was to
put his faith in Jesus Christ as his Savionr.

[mmediately he arose and, standing ereet,

Luther and

HELEES Ty
Lhe
Quadricentennial of that historie mitiling of the
tamons Luther Theses,
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Fhe Protestant Reformation movement WS

By ne means a Gernng movement, T Switzer-
landd, Franee and later in Fnghiond stmilay ge-
tivities ocenrred. 1 was an evaneolical move-
of all

benee one of Luther's first gets wis to stop the

tent intended to reach nen tonsies;

reading of masses in Latin and to wive to his
German hrethren the gospel in their own lan-
g F R The ilva l'.'ll]'_[:if e and \!r!'i';|1| -
iy, Bewun in 1517 in Germany, the ovaneel-
eal principle of Protestantism was planted in

Sweden by 15325

Demmark and Novway, 1537

leeland, 1531 Livonia, Esthonin aml Iussin,
1520, s trivmph in Courlamd, Russii, bt
complete by 1530,

160G,

[t spread to Hungary in
160w,

128 s

}ohemia and Moravia

strong holid in Austria in intluenee

wias strong in England-—so strone, in faet, that
Ning Henvy VIL in 1522 wrote against  the
teachings ol the Monk of Wittenhere, In
parliament lee-
islatedl 1o keep
ot the Luther-
an influenee, In
both France
and Spain thope

wirre many fol-

lowers of Lu-
ther as early as
1523, Alveady
in 1519 Lu-

ther's hoo 1\' ~
wWere dn oreal

demand even in

Italy.  Luther
ANns Were  mar-
tyred in Ant-
werp,  Holland,
as  early as
1523, The

Augsburg Confession was found in Constan-
tinople in 1550,

Thus the faith of Luther rapidly spread prac-
tically throughout all Europe, which, being at
that time the continent of hichest eivilzation
and intelligenee, the Lutheran faith soon be-
came the champion of intellectual development

! uJis\mum"\- endeavor,

A certain amount of opposition is a great
help to a man; kites rise against and not with
the wind,
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LUTHERAN GROWTH.
When o Cheistophier

Ameriea iominer’s son in Germany was singing

Columbus  diseovered
For bread that he might pursue his education,
whiteh was 1o fit him Tor developing the seeds
ol [ir'---rl_\ which were destined to find root
o Lrwest erowth in the Western |||'I1lih{)l||‘|‘|~_
i love of Tiberty which promises today to prove
the dominating Foree to libervalize the wovern-
ments of the world and insure world freedom
al world peaee,

Lntherans very early had their representa-

tives i America, Inopoint of fact a Lutheran

nintster amd g company of Danish Lutheran

<tlors came to Nmeriea the year hefore the

Pilwrim Fathers Tanded on Plvmonth Roek,
First Settlers,

Holboud Lntherans were amone the first set-
tlers in what is now Greater New York, while
Sweddish Delaware to
Willizam

Pennsylvania,

Lutherans were on the

and shake the hand of Penn

e

when he arviviedd to estahlish
German Lutherans, too, came quite early in
the istory of the country, They were here in
large nmmbers hefore the Revolution and far-
wished some of the stalwart troops who fought
Most notable

aumone these were the Muhlenbergs, whose fath-

tle it les Tor Ameriean liherty,

crc the Reve Henry Melehir Mublenbere, or-
vamzed the fiest Lutheran Synod in Ameriea
as earlyv oas 1745,

The Luotheran Patviarch, a monument  to
whom s the founder of Lutheranism in Amer-
st s to be unveiled on the grounds of the Phil-
adelphia Seminary at Mount Airy in October,
thres illustrates the
spirit of the carvly Lutherans in hielping to make

Aeriea,

Tl sols whose carver
Peter was the famous general who
tHivew ol his preacher’s robe, stepped down
from the pulpit, envolled nearly all his men as
members of the eolonial army and became one
ol Washington's ehief aids,  His brother Fred-
erick was the fivst speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. while the third brother, also a
clergvinan, was the wost
Botamist in Ameriea in his day.
Growth.

From these humble beginnings auspicions he-
cantse ol the typical Amerieanism of the lead-
ersan Colonial Lutheranism, there has been a

Lartheran cininent

constant growth, at first slow, but gradually

Burning the Pope's Buall,

imereasing until for a generation past Luther
ans liave heen the most rapidly growing Pro-
testant body in Ameriea.

The latest available statisties give them 69
Synods, 9831 aministers, 15,069 congregations.
ATTLTTE baptized members,  Their  ehureh
property in this country is
numhers $125,000,000.

worth in round

Typically American,

Lutherans in Ameriea today arve typieally
American in this that they eount their ad




